PLATE XV
THE FIRST ORIENTAL CULT AT ROME—
MAGNA MATER
i. BRONZE STATUETTE OF MAGNA MATER OR
CYBELE IN HER CHARIOT DRAWN BY TWO TAMED
LIONS. The group represents no doubt a religious procession
in which the statue of the goddess was put on a chariot (tensa)
and driven by a team of tamed lions. The earliest and chief
temple of Magna Mater was dedicated to her after the second
Punic war (191 b.c.) on the Palatine; the black stone, the
sacred symbol of the goddess, was sent to Rome from Pessinus
by the King of Pergamum. ist-2nd cent. a. d. Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York.
2,4. BAS-RELIEF OF AN ALTAR DEDICATED, according
to the inscription, TO MAGNA MATER AND ATTIS BY AN
AUGUR L. CORNELIUS SCIPIp ORFITUS in a. d. 295
in memory of a taurobolium and cviobolium performed by him
(these were ceremonies of initiation into the mysteries of
Cybele by the sacrifice of a bull and a ram). The front of the
altar was adorned by the bas-relief here reproduced. It repre-
sents the goddess Cybele in her chariot roaming in a forest
in search of her beloved Attis, who stands hidden behind his
sacred tree, the pine. The same tree with the sacred attributes
of Cybele and Attis was represented on the other side of the
altar between two sacrificial animals, the ram and the bull (fig. 4).
a. d. 295. Villa Albani, Rome.
3. SCULPTURED BASE FOUND AT ROME AND
DEDICATED TO MAGNA MATER AND TO THE NA VIS
SALVIA BY CLAUDIA SYNTYCHE. The bas-relief
represents the legend connected with the introduction of the
cult of Magna Mater at Rome. The sacred black stone
arrived at Rome from Pergamum in a ship (Navis Salvia).
The ship entered the Tiber, but stuck in the sand and could not
be moved by the efforts of men. A Vestal Virgin, Claudia
Quinta, then fastened her belt to the ship and drew it without
effort to the Palatine, where a temple had been prepared for
the divine foreigner (imposing ruins are still in existence).
To make the subject clear, the black stone is replaced on pur
bas-relief by a statue of Cybele. 2nd~3rd cent. a. d. Capito
line Museum, Rome.

